Nearly all children whose sex at birth is indeterminate can eventually be classified into one of the following broad groups:-(i) Pseudo-hermaphrodites, in whom the gonads are of one sex but the external genitalia and sometimes the duct apparatus show features of the opposite sex.
(ii) True hermaphrodites, having both ovarian and testicular tissue, are much less common.
(iii) Those The child was next seen at the age of eleven years, by which time the left testis was established in the scrotum and pubic hair was appearing.
At the age of twelve years the boy was rather obese and was embarrassed by mammary enlargement. The general distribution of fat and hair was, however, predominantly male. His psychological outlook was strongly masculine. Skin biopsy was performed and showed a chromosomal pattern of male type. The urinary excretion of 17-ketosteroid was 5.7 mg. in 24 hours.
He was given methyl testosterone in small dosage with improvement in the gynaecomastia.
He is now thirteen years old and is a welldeveloped youth (see figure) . In order to achieve this ideal it is necessary to take all these factors into consideration. Unfortunately, some of the more important characteristics do not show themselves until the approach of puberty so that in difficult cases a final decision may have to be long delayed.
Most reliance must be placed on the gonadal sex and this can only be established by biopsy, often after careful abdominal exploration and not omitting examination of scrotal organs which may prove to be labial ovaries or ovo-testes. If The problems of determination of sex in infants are briefly discussed.
